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Idaho Planting Progressed Through Wet, Cold Conditions 
 

There were 4.5 days suitable for fieldwork, up from 3.7 days reported the previous week. Colder than normal 

temperatures continued to be reported in Idaho. Both planting progress and emergent growth lagged previous year 

numbers and 5-year averages. This year’s below average snowpack in the Snake River headwaters heightened awareness 

of reservoir levels. Bruneau Basin was 75% of normal, while Weiser Basin was 138% of normal. Northern Idaho reported 

continued wet, cold weather. Twin Falls and Jerome Counties reported corn planting got underway. Eastern Idaho 

reported rain and snow helped moisture levels in the valley. Planting had not begun due to cool temperatures and wet 

fields. Southeast Idaho reported rain and cold temperatures delayed planting. Some sugarbeets needed replanted due to 

wind and cold. According to a recent Capital Press article, potato producers elected to plant fewer acres because the canal 

systems had less water storage. One reporter in southwest Idaho reported shifting growing locations and planting more 

short-season varieties due to reduced irrigation. Range and pasture conditions stayed about the same as the previous week. 

All crops needed consistent warmer weather to promote growth. 
 

Cool Temperatures and Wet Conditions Continued in Oregon 
 

There were 5.1 days suitable for fieldwork in Oregon last week, an increase from 4.9 the previous week. In Polk County, 

it was unseasonably cold and wet. In Clatsop and Tillamook Counties, producers entered fields. There were some cuttings 

and grass prepared for silage. Fieldwork was minimal due to wet conditions. Grass was growing and the soil was 

warming. Wind was reported in north central Oregon. Spring seeding wrapped up. Some rain helped the crops and 

pastures, but it was still dry. Temperatures dropped below freezing in some areas. In northeast Oregon, Baker County 

received some rain to help with the dry soil conditions. Continued cold conditions prevented crops from growing. Rain 

delayed herbicide spraying and many growers were trying to catch up due to the weather. Winter canola was doing well. 

In Malheur County, some rain limited fieldwork. Herbicide spraying was interrupted due to windy conditions. In Klamath 

County, spring rains improved pasture conditions.  
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Cold and Wet Conditions Throughout Washington  

 
There were 5.2 days suitable for fieldwork in Washington, up from 4.4 the previous week. Statewide temperatures were 

below normal. In San Juan County, cool and rainy weather was present throughout the area. Fields were too wet for any 

work to take place. Many vegetable seed and grain growers were behind with spring planting. Grass fields were thin and 

conditions worsened. In Clark County, cold and wet conditions continued throughout the week. Cold weather hindered 

pasture growth and warm days were needed. In Chelan County, soil moisture recovered enough where drought was not 

evident. Spring field work progressed quickly across several counties. Orchardists were still evaluating the impacts from 

snow and freeze events in April. In Yakima County, apple trees ranged from full bloom to petal fall throughout the week. 

Vegetable growers prepared the ground to receive seed while some fields had already been furnished with irrigation tubes 

and black plastic. Field crews finished stringing up most trellises while hops binds had begun to break the surface in 

search of something to climb up. In Douglas County, cool and wet weather helped winter wheat and range conditions. 

Crops were being seeded, but at a slow pace due to heavy rains.   
 

 

 

 

Soil Moisture Condition — Idaho, Oregon, and Washington: Week Ending 05/01/22 

Item and State 
Very 
short 

Short Adequate Surplus 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Topsoil moisture 
    Idaho ................................................................................  
    Oregon .............................................................................  
    Washington ......................................................................  
 
Subsoil moisture 
    Idaho ................................................................................  
    Oregon .............................................................................  
    Washington ......................................................................  

 
2 

10 
2 
 
 

3 
15 
4 

 
18 
18 
22 

 
 

34 
37 
28 

 
66 
68 
73 

 
 

60 
48 
66 

 
14 
4 
3 
 
 

3 
- 
2 

 - Represents zero. 

 

 

Pasture, Range, and Crop Condition — Idaho, Oregon, and Washington: Week Ending 05/01/22 

Crop and State 
Very 
poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Pasture and range 
    Idaho ....................................................................  
    Oregon .................................................................  
    Washington ..........................................................  
 
Winter wheat 
    Idaho ....................................................................  
    Oregon .................................................................  
    Washington ..........................................................  
 
Spring wheat 
    Oregon .................................................................  
 
Onions 
    Oregon .................................................................  
 
Sugarbeets 
    Oregon .................................................................  
 

 
3 
8 
2 
 
 

2 
2 
2 
 
 

1 
 
 

6 
 
 

- 
 

 
8 

34 
44 

 
 

3 
9 
6 
 
 

1 
 
 

8 
 
 

10 
 

 
31 
30 
34 

 
 

43 
32 
38 

 
 

48 
 
 

37 
 
 

40 
 

 
55 
26 
19 

 
 

40 
41 
51 

 
 

41 
 
 

30 
 
 

50 
 

 
3 
2 
1 
 
 

12 
16 
3 
 
 

9 
 
 

19 
 
 

- 
 

 - Represents zero. 



  

 
USDA, NASS - Northwest Regional Field Office  3 

Crop Progress — Idaho: Week Ending 05/01/22 

Crop and activity 

Percent completed 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5 Year 
average 

Spring wheat planted ...........................................................  
Spring wheat emerged .........................................................  
Winter wheat headed ...........................................................  
Barley planted......................................................................  
Barley emerged ...................................................................  
Oats planted ........................................................................  
Oats emerged ......................................................................  
Potatoes planted ..................................................................  
Potatoes emerged ...............................................................  
Sugarbeets planted..............................................................  
Sugarbeets emerged ...........................................................  
Field corn planted ................................................................  
Dry edible beans planted .....................................................  
Dry edible peas planted .......................................................  
Dry edible peas emerged .....................................................  
Onions planted ....................................................................  
Onions emerged ..................................................................  

57 
28 

- 
57 
28 
43 
17 
40 
3 

88 
22 
9 

10 
47 
29 
97 
91 

37 
10 

                         (NA) 
42 
12 
35 
8 

28 
(NA) 

62 
3 
5 
6 

40 
2 

93 
25 

79 
40 
1 

81 
39 
70 
32 
51 
6 

92 
31 
26 
26 
76 
29 
96 
72 

67 
24 
1 

71 
33 
50 
22 
45 

(NA) 
88 

(NA) 
31 

(NA) 
42 

(NA) 
93 
47 

(NA) Not available. 
 - Represents zero. 

 

 

Crop Progress — Oregon: Week Ending 05/01/22 

Crop and activity 

Percent completed 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5 Year 
average 

Spring wheat planted ...........................................................  
Spring wheat emerged .........................................................  
Winter wheat headed ...........................................................  
Barley planted......................................................................  
Barley emerged ...................................................................  
Oats planted ........................................................................  
Oats emerged ......................................................................  
Potatoes planted ..................................................................  
Potatoes emerged ...............................................................  
Sugarbeets planted..............................................................  
Sugarbeets emerged ...........................................................  
Field corn planted ................................................................  
Field corn emerged ..............................................................  
Dry edible peas planted .......................................................  
Dry edible peas emerged .....................................................  
Onions planted ....................................................................  
Onions emerged ..................................................................  

95 
67 

- 
82 
49 
74 
42 
60 
8 

98 
81 
32 
4 

81 
29 
88 
60 

90 
57 

(NA) 
63 
20 
59 
18 
51 

(NA) 
94 
65 
23 

(NA) 
70 
20 
82 
47 

(NA) 
81 
7 

95 
82 
90 
47 
78 
32 
98 
25 
47 

(NA) 
(NA) 

85 
93 
48 

(NA) 
66 
4 

84 
59 
76 
46 
72 

(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

41 
(NA) 
(NA) 

44 
(NA) 
(NA) 

(NA) Not available. 
 - Represents zero. 

 

 

Crop Progress — Washington: Week Ending 05/01/22 

Crop and activity 

Percent completed 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5 Year 
average 

Spring wheat planted ...........................................................  
Spring wheat emerged .........................................................  
Winter wheat headed ...........................................................  
Barley planted......................................................................  
Barley emerged ...................................................................  
Potatoes planted ..................................................................  
Potatoes emerged ...............................................................  
Field corn planted ................................................................  
Dry edible beans planted .....................................................  
Dry edible peas planted .......................................................  
Dry edible peas emerged .....................................................  
Onions planted ....................................................................  
Onions emerged ..................................................................  

75 
40 

- 
65 
17 
52 
2 

25 
35 
59 
18 
71 
16 

73 
24 

(NA) 
59 
10 
30 

(NA) 
2 
2 

41 
2 

35 
(NA) 

85 
62 
1 

81 
57 
81 
15 
55 
72 
68 
40 
92 
19 

74 
41 
1 

62 
31 
69 
8 

43 
(NA) 

54 
(NA) 

78 
16 

 (NA) Not available. 
- Represents zero. 
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https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 

 
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/


  

  

 
 

Access to NASS Reports 

 

For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways: 

 

➢ All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site http://www.nass.usda.gov 
 

➢ Both national and state specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free 

subscription, visit http://www.nass.usda.gov. Hover over the “Publications” drop down. Under "Receive 

reports by Email" section in the lower right corner, select the report(s) you would like to receive.  
 

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540, 7:30 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@usda.gov 
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