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General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 

in South Carolina, there were 6.9 days suitable for 
fieldwork for the week ending Sunday, April 18, 2021. 

Precipitation ranged from no rain to 0.2 inches. Average 

high temperatures ranged from the high 60s to the mid 80s.  
Average low temperatures ranged from the high 30s to the 

low 60s. 

 
Crops 
Soil moisture in the majority of the state decreased quickly 

from warmer temperatures and no rain; however, in the 
Upstate, some areas still needed to dry out from late-

winter rains. Farmers took advantage of the dry, sunny 

days to prepare cropland and plant crops. A small amount 
of cotton and peanut acres were planted, with early 

planting expected to ramp up next week if soil moisture 

improves. In the Lowcountry, corn planting was nearly 
complete. Winter wheat and oats were in need of rain to 

help fill out grain.  

 
Blueberries that did not have frost protection took a hit 

from the early-April freezes. Peaches showed some 

damage from the freezes, but much of the crop was 
improving and continuing to size. Continued evaluation of 

the crop revealed that the frost damage may not have 
caused heavy losses, but instead acted as a natural thinning 

agent; thus, what was left on the trees could potentially 

make a full crop. Strawberries were looking good, with 
only isolated damage from the freezes. Vegetable crops 

were looking good, overall. Pest damage was at a 

minimum, with the exception of spider mites in 
strawberries, which was moderate in locations. 

 

Livestock and Pastures 
Lack of adequate rain and cool nights slowed the growth 

of warm season pastures that had come out of dormancy. 

Fescue pastures appeared strong, though. Cattle condition 
remained mostly good. 

 

 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending 04/18/21 

Crop stage Prev year Prev week This week 5 Year avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn - Planted .....................  
Corn - Emerged...................  
Cotton - Planted ..................  
Hay - 1st Cutting .................  
Peaches - Blooming ............  
Peanuts - Planted................  
Tobacco - Transplanted ......  
Winter wheat - Headed .......  

76 
46 
1 
2 

94 
1 

16 
51 

53 
27 
0 

NA 
89 
NA 

8 
18 

77 
53 
1 
2 

95 
1 

15 
47 

78 
49 
1 
1 

98 
0 

19 
42 

 (NA) Not available. 

 

Conditions for Week Ending 04/18/21 
Crop Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle..........................  
Pasture and range ....  
Peaches .....................  
Winter wheat .............  

0 
0 
0 
1 

3 
7 
7 
3 

13 
24 
25 
14 

73 
55 
60 
67 

11 
14 
8 

15 

 

Soil Moisture for Week Ending 04/18/21 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ..................................................  
Short ..........................................................  
Adequate ...................................................  
Surplus.......................................................  

3 
26 
66 
5 

11 
44 
44 
1 

Subsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ..................................................  
Short ..........................................................  
Adequate ...................................................  
Surplus.......................................................  

1 
6 

89 
4 

1 
23 
75 
1 
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For the state’s complete Weekly Weather Summary http://www.dnr.sc.gov/climate/sco/ClimateData/cli_reports_2021.php 
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