
· ·

U . 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

The 2013-2014 Florida all orange forecast released today by the USDA Agricultural Statistics Board is 115.0 million boxes, 

unchanged from January, and 14 percent less than last season’s production. The total includes 54.0 million boxes of the non-Valencia 

oranges (early, midseason, Navel, and Temple varieties) and 61.0 million boxes of Valencia oranges.  

The hurricane seasons of 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 have been excluded from the usual 10-year regression analysis and from 

comparisons of the current season to previous seasons. For those previous 8 seasons, the February forecast has deviated from final 

production by an average of 3 percent with 3 seasons above and 5 below, and differences ranging from 4 percent below to 9 percent 

above. All references to “average”, “minimum”, or “maximum” refer to the previous 8 non-hurricane seasons unless otherwise noted. 

The forecast of non-Valencia production is unchanged at 54.0 million boxes. Size and drop components were final last month. The 

Row Count survey conducted on January 28-29, 2104 shows 75 percent of the early-midseason rows, and 87 percent of the Navel 

rows have been harvested. Estimated utilization to February 1, with an allocation for non-certified fruit, is 43.0 million boxes. The 

Navel forecast, included in the non-Valencia portion of the forecast, is unchanged at 1.9 million boxes.  

The forecast of Valencia production is unchanged at 61.0 million boxes. Current fruit size is below the minimum and is projected to be 

below the minimum at harvest. Droppage measurements showed a higher than average increase in the past month and is expected to 

be above the maximum at harvest. 

The forecast of all grapefruit production is raised to 17.0 million boxes. The white grapefruit forecast continues at 4.5 million boxes 

while the colored grapefruit forecast is increased 500,000 boxes to 12.5 million boxes. Final fruit sizes for both white and colored 

grapefruit are slightly above the minimum. Final droppage rates for both white and colored grapefruit are the highest of any 

non-hurricane season. The Row Count survey conducted January 28-29, 2014 indicated 36 percent of the colored grapefruit and 

19 percent of the white grapefruit are harvested. 

The forecast of all tangerine production is raised 100,000 boxes to 3.5 million boxes. The early tangerine forecast (Fallglo and 

Sunburst) is unchanged at 1.8 million boxes. Early tangerine harvest is complete for this season. The forecast of the later maturing 

Honey variety is increased to 1.7 million boxes. Final Honey fruit size is larger than recorded in two of the past three seasons, 

requiring 300 pieces of fruit to fill a 1-3/5 bushel box. The droppage rate of 36 percent is near average.  

The forecast of tangelo production is lowered 200,000 boxes to 800,000 boxes. Estimated utilization to February 1 is 739,000 boxes, 

including an allocation for non-certified fruit. The Row Count survey conducted January 28-29, 2014 showed only two-thirds of the 

rows were harvested; however, utilization has dropped significantly over the past two weeks indicating harvest is nearly complete.  

The projection for frozen concentrated orange juice (FCOJ) remains at 1.61 gallons per box of 42° Brix concentrate. The yield 

projection for the non-Valencia oranges is raised to 1.53 gallons per box while the projection for Valencia oranges is lowered to 

1.69 gallons per box. Last season’s final yield for all oranges was 1.587680 gallons per box, as reported by the Florida Department of 

Citrus. Last season’s final yield for the components were 1.508465 for non-Valencia oranges and 1.692050 for Valencia oranges. 



 

Regular bloom fruit samples were collected from groves on established routes on January 28-29, 2014 in Florida’s five major citrus 

producing areas and tested January 30-31, 2014. Acid levels on all varieties are higher than last season; solids (Brix) are lower on 

early and late oranges, and the same on midseason oranges. All orange varieties have lower ratios than last season. Compared to last 

month, unfinished juice per box is down only on early oranges, but lower for early and late oranges compared to last season. Solids 

per box are lower for early and late oranges compared to last season. The Indian River acid level on late oranges is lower than in other 

areas, resulting in higher ratios. Unfinished juice and solids per box are higher for Indian River late oranges. 
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Size frequency distributions from the January size survey are shown in the following table. The distributions are by percent of fruit 

falling within the size range of each 4/5-bushel container. These frequency distributions include fruit from regular bloom and exclude 

fruit from summer bloom. 

The charts below show the distribution of fruit sizes in 2014 compared to 2013. The diameter measurements shown are the minimum 

values of each eighth inch range, except for the smallest values. 
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