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The Florida all citrus forecast remains at 171.6 million boxes and typically is carried forward from the October forecast. It consists of 

69.0 million boxes of non-Valencia oranges (early, midseason, Navel, and Temple varieties), 77.0 million boxes of Valencia oranges, 

20.0 million boxes of grapefruit (white and colored), 1.1 million boxes of tangelos, and 4.5 million boxes of tangerines (Fallglo, 

Sunburst, and Honey). The forecasts are higher than last season’s production for oranges, tangelos, and early tangerines. The forecast 

of white grapefruit equals the 2009-2010 production. Only the forecasts for colored grapefruit and Honey tangerines are lower than 

last season’s production. When compared to last season, the estimated fruit per tree increased for all citrus varieties except the Honey 

tangerine. 

 

The forecast of grapefruit production is 1 percent less than last season’s production. The total is comprised of 6.0 million boxes of 

white grapefruit and 14.0 million boxes of colored grapefruit. All grapefruit bearing trees are estimated to be 4.8 million, down 

7 percent from last season. 

 

The forecast of all tangerines is 1 percent more than last season’s production. The total is comprised of 2.7 million boxes of the early 

varieties (Fallglo and Sunburst) and 1.8 million boxes of the late maturing Honey variety. All tangerine bearing trees are estimated to 

be 1.8 million, down 8 percent from last season. The tangelo forecast is 22 percent higher than last season’s final production.  Tangelo 

projected fruit droppage and sizes are below average, while the estimated fruit per tree showed an increase of 48 percent from last 

season.  

 

The natural start of the 2010-2011 citrus season began during March with a heavy and widespread citrus bloom across most 

production areas. Ideal weather conditions during the bloom period resulted in a heavy fruit set. During late spring and into the 

summer months, growers and caretakers used drip-irrigation equipment to supplement the lack of rainfall. Early into the harvest 

season many citrus producing areas were abnormally dry with drought conditions reported in Indian River County. Although some 

abandoned citrus acreage has been destroyed, newly abandoned acreage was identified during the latest commercial citrus inventory. 

Overall, abandoned citrus acreage increased by 3 percent compared to last season. Growers continue to remove unproductive trees 

infected with the canker and greening diseases. 

 

The harvest season began in October with the picking of non-Valencia oranges, white and colored grapefruit, and the early Fallgo 

tangerines. At the beginning of November, seven processing plants were open and 38 packinghouses were shipping fruit. According to 

the Citrus Administrative Committee’s Utilization report no. 4, less than 1 percent of all round oranges, 3 percent of all grapefruit, and 

17 percent of early tangerines have been harvested.  

 

The projection for frozen concentrated orange juice (FCOJ) is 1.61 gallons per box of 42° Brix concentrate. Last season’s final yield 

for all oranges was 1.559667 gallons per box, as reported by the Florida Department of Citrus. Projections for the components will be 

published in January. Record yields are 1.597195 gallons per box for the early-midseason variety in 2008-2009, and 1.790343 gallons 

per box for Valencias.  

 

Production forecasts for Florida oranges and grapefruit have been divided among marketing districts for this report. Comparisons (in 

the table below) are shown to the 2009-2010 production. Marketing District II is the legally defined Indian River District along the 

East Coast. Marketing District III (Gulf) includes the counties of Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, and Lee. Marketing District I 

(Florida SunRidge) includes all other citrus-producing counties. 

 



 
  

Regular bloom fruit samples were collected from groves on established routes in Florida’s five major citrus producing areas and tested 

October 27-29. Acid levels and Brix are higher for all fruit types resulting in lower ratios when compared to November of last season. 

Unfinished juice per box and solids per box increased for early and late oranges but were lower for midseason oranges and both white 

and colored grapefruit varieties when compared to November 2009. Indian River acid and Brix levels are higher for white and colored 

grapefruit while ratios, unfinished juice per box, and solids per box were all lower when compared to last season.  
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