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Economics

Farms
The number of farms nationwide has been on a declining trend since World War II.  However, the 2007 Census of Agriculture counted                                                     
a 4 percent increase from 2002.  The lastest figure indicates a leveling of this trend, with a net increase of 75,810 farms.  Small farms                                                                               
increased 1 percent from 2002 to 2007.  The percent of farms with sales less than  $10,000 increased in 2007 to 59.8 percent, up from   
59.3 percent in 2002.                                                             

2007 Census of Agriculture - Trends in American Agriculture

U.S. farmers sold $297 billion in agricultural products while incurring $241 billion in production expenses.  Income from sales increased  
48 percent between 2002 and 2007, while production expenses increased 39 percent.  One of the steepest cost increases was in gasoline  
and fuel, up 93 percent.                                                    
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United States Total
$200,646,355,000
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Market Value of Agricultural
Products Sold:  2007
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United States Total
$297,220,491,000
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Total Farm Production Expenses:  2002
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United States Total
$173,199,216,000
(from sample data)
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Total Farm Production Expenses:  2007
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United States Total
$241,113,666,000
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Expenses for Gasoline, Fuels, and Oils:  2002
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United States Total
$6,675,419,000

(from sample data)

07-M061

Expenses for Gasoline, Fuels, and Oils:  2007
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United States Total
$12,912,179,000
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Percent of Farms with Sales
of Less Than $10,000:  2007
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United States
59.8 Percent
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Percent of Farms with Sales
of Less Than $10,000:  2002
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United States
59.3 Percent
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Change in Number of Farms:  2002 to 2007
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United States Net Increase
+75,810
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07-M001

Number of Farms:  2007

1 Dot = 200 Farms
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United States Total
2,204,792
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Number of Farms, 1978 - 2007

Number of Small Farms and Sales, 1997 - 2007


